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REF (AJ:SIATE;rasiées (B New'oELHi\Aéaéu.é“J:NEWEDELHf48§3é57“

je SU”MARY"APPROPRIAiE ELEMENTS: OF COUNTRY TEAM ‘EONCLUYDE: THAT _
NHILE INDIA/ALREADY [AS ADVANCED NUCLEAR® INFRASTRUCTURE: AND NILL
CONTINUE TO/ REFINE ITS NUCLFAR EXPERTISE,. GOI CURRENT‘Y HAS! NG PLANS
TO: DEVELDP ‘NUCLEAR WEAPONSW THERE: IS NO EVI DENCE :G01 HAS' DECIDED

TO STAGE! "PEACEFU'" TEST BLAST. WEAPONS DELYVFRY CAPABILITY Iss
CURRENTLY: LIMITED TO CAPACITY OF! INDIAN . AIR PORCEGVINDIAN EXPERT
MAS. NOTVD;INDIA HAS: NO PRESENT OR FORESEEABLE 'CARACITY TO DEVELOP

MLSSILE LAUNCH 'SYSTEMe END SUMMARY s
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20 SINCE TRANSMITTING REF: B IN {JUANUARY, EMBASSY HAS!SEEN NO:EVIDENCE
OF CHANGE: IN.'GOI POLj&y NOT TO MANUFACTURE NUCLEAR WEAPONSG

INDEED» ‘PRIMIN AND Dg#MIN HAVE PUBLICLY REITERATED POLICY

{NEW DELHI 2288. AND' 54391 j° NOR DO WE HAVE REASON TO AMEND ANY
OTHER' ASPECT 'OF ASSEGSMENT CONTAINED REF' B

3% THERE CONTINUES T0 RE STGNIFICANT POPULAR AND ELTITE INDIAN
SENTIMENT® IN'FAVOR OfF A NUCLEAR WEAPONS PROGRAM2 HOWEVERw .AS
BRITISH MIEGH COMMISS[ONERI NOTED: TO POL 'COUNSELOR 'JULY 18s THERE
SEEMS! TO BE!.AWARENESS OF TOP GOT ‘POLICY LEVELS OF: MAJOR DIVERSION'
OF i ECONOMIC: RESOURCEGENTAILED IN NUCLEAR WEAPONS DEVELOPMENTS
MOREOVER 'PORULAR PRR-BOMB SENTIMENT TENDS TO .DISSIPATE WHEN THE.
I1SSUE' IS RECOGNIZED' AS A CHOICE' BETWEEN ‘BUTTER"AND. BLAST. BRITISH:
HICOMMERS' LIKE: US» BELIEVFS INDIA IS "MILES PROM CROSSROADS" s
WHERE HARD' CHOICE WOULD HAVE TO BE MADE TOo PURSUE COSTLY MILITARY
DETOUR-'FROM:'CURRENT oPEN OPTIONS APPROACH:. ,
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4o IN ADDITION TO RESERVATINNS ABOUT PROMIRITIVE ECONOMIC CcOSTS,
PRIMIN GANDHI MAY DOURT MILITARY UTILITY OF NUCLEAR WEAPONRY
(NEW DELHI 2288;. MOREOYER, SHE SEEMS EMOTIONALLY SET AGAINST
ANY SUCH DEVELOPMENT, ANDs WE THINK, FINDS PRESENT OPEN OPTIONS
POSTURE TACTICALLY USEFULs RUT HAS NO INTENTION, AS MATTER OF
PRINCIPLE AS WELL £S £cONOMIeS, TO PURSUE Nuc;EAP keapows
DEVELOPMENT &S SUCH AT THIS TIME s

5s CONDITIONS MOST LIKELY TO CHANGE MRS. GANDHMI®S PUBLICs AND
PRESUMABLY PRIVATE: OPPOSITINN TO NUCLEAR WE AwﬂNQv FOR INDIA
INCLUDES (A) ASIAN PROLIFERATION: PARTICULARLY FAKISTANS B;'f“
CHINESE BOMB: WAVINGSs INCLUDING PERHAPS MISSILE LAUNLHE¢ IN INDIAN
OCEAN AREAS AND (C} ECONOMIr/SOCIAL/POLITICAL DETERIORATIONIIN:
INDIA SUFFICYENTLY GREAT 70 TEMPT LEADERSHIP TOWARDS DSYCHOLOGIGAL
BOOST OF: NUCLEAR EXPLUS[ON. 0wrvr\ﬁ NOWE GF THESE CONDITIONS
'CURRENTLY OBTAIN OR APPZARS LIKELY TO EMERGE IN NEAR TIMEFRAME®
6o COUNTRY TEAM SEES NG EVINENCE THAT AS PART OF CFEN OFTIONS
CAPPROACH) GO! 1S CURRENTLY PREPARING “PEACEFUL™ TE&T TO EXPAND!
CITS MASTERY OF NUCLEAR TECHNALGGY. WE UNDERSTAND 17 Is GENERALLY
CCONCEDED IN INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC CIRILES, AND CERTAINLY ON
DIFLOMATIC CIRCUIT HpRE, THAT INDIA HAS TECHNICAL KNOW=HOW, AND:
‘PDSSIRLY MATERIALS: 70 pEVELDP SIMPLE NUCLZAR DEVICE WITHIN '
 PERIOD OF: MONTHS AFTER 801 nEniSION 70 00 $0. (PRODUCTIVE

CAPACITIES OF INDIA:S PRESENT AND PROSPECTIVE NUCLEAR STATLONSS
GRADES OF PLUTONIUM REING PEADUCED: AND EXTENT TO WHICH FACILITIES
CARE: COVERED &Y INTERnATIONal OR BYLAVERAL SAFEGUARDS, ARE WELLSKNOWN
TO-WASHINGTON !« WE ApE aWARE FROM CGVERT AND COYERY SOURCES "THAT
CWITHING INDTARN NFQ*EAQ COMMUNTTY . AS ELSEWAERE IN GOI AND AMQNG:
FOLITICAL AND POPULAR ELTTES, THERE 1S 800Y OF OPINION ARGUINGH THAT
 REGARDLESS OF ULTIMATE 301! Dgavﬂv IN ON WEAPONS MANUFACTURE, OPEN
OPTTIONS POLIGY, TO Br PURPOSEFUL AND CREDIBLE, REQUIRES EARLY TEST
L TO-EXTEND: INDTA®S RANGE CF NUCLEAR KNOWLEDGE. THIS OPINION ALSO :
»DADGUCES BENEPICIAL PEYCHOLOGICAL SIDE=EFFECTS IN INDIAs AND

"PERHAPS -ON POTENTIAL AGGRESSORS ABROAD» OTHERS IN NUCLEAR
4 ,:ESTABLISHMFN? CONSIDER TEST BLAST AT BEST DIVERSIONARY, AND':
CUATTWORST LIKELY TO TeMPT GOI TO COMMIT SCARCE RESOURCES IN
. LUNHEALTHY DIRECTION. OF WEAPONS DEVELOPMENTS WHILE WE THINK - TT

- POSSTBLE! INDIAN SCIENTISTS MAY HAVE WORKED ON THEORETICAL
“PREPARATIONS FOR ASSEMBLING NUCLEAR DEVICEs WE ARE UNABLE 'To
DETERMINE WHETHER. THEY WAVE ASSEMBLED DEVICENE REQALL THAT'

ouT‘THE JATHORIZATION OFs’q;E EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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IN-JULY 12 PRESS CONFERENCE MRS+ ‘GANDHI SAID WTHERE: IS NO TRUTH
WHATEVER# ‘TO .CURRENT 'JAPANESE REPORTS’ INDIA WILLT'SOON STAGE 'TEST
BLAST (NEW DELHT 8688)0

7+ FOR FORESEEABLE" FUTURE: INDIA'S DELIVERY CAPABILITY LIES WHOLLY
IN LIMITED=RANGE: AIRCRAFT IN' INDIAN AIR: FDRCE:INVENTORY*dCURRENTLN 'y
SQUADRONS*OF 'CANBERRAS [B=58)s 8 SQUADRONS OF 'MIG=21 :AND{ &’
SQUADRONS 'OF' SU%7% DESPITE: LIVELY GOI'INTEREST IN GENERAL‘,IELD

OF ROCKETRY' AND: SPACE; AS: EVIDENCED, E«Gss ‘BY EXTENSIVE SOUNDING
ROCKET "PROGRAM’ UNDERTAKEN WITH FORETGN (COLLABDRATION, INFORMED“
INDIANS "SEEM 'TO: RECOGNTZE' THEY ARE' STILL' BEGINNERSG : 'SCIATT NOTES:
THAT  IN RECENT"CALL/ ON"NEW: SPACE CHIEF: ‘DHAWAN, .LATTER; DESCRIBED

HIS: FIRST'PRYORITIES: AS''COMMUNICATIONS: AND' EPUCATION, “ANDi FN¢
DISCUSSING: REPORTS!OF: AN INDIAN: NATTONAL! SATELLITEa HENTEC
LAUNCHING WILLBE/ :DELAYED' BEYOND RUMORED" 1974) . BECAUSE-OF: FUNDINva
ANDI"SOF TWARE"" COMPLICATIONSs AND: DIFFTCULTIES  IN: IMPORTING:REQUSTTE!
TECHNOLOGYs ALSOs PROFESSOR MoGeoKe MENON - DIRECTOR TATA: 0
INSTITUTEFUNCEMENTAL RESEARCH» -AND' HEAD ‘OF " INDIAN SPACE! 'PROGRAM FOR
INTERIM PERIOD: OF: ABQUT SIX MONTHS® FOLLOWING VIKRAM:: SARABHAL'S'
DEATHs TOLD BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER THREE MONTHS AGO INDIA-'HAS NO'
PRESENT OR' FORESEEABLE' CAPACITY TO DEVELOP MISSILE LAUNCHSYSTEMs
ANDI COULD!'NOT» FOR EXAMPLEs EVEN THEQORETICALLY EXPECT/TO HAVE:
INDEPENDENT SATELLITE LAUNCH CAPABILITY FOR 8 TO 1@ YEARS, . ‘COUNTRY
TEAM SEES 'NO EVIDENCE GOI AND SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY ARE NORKING
ENERGETICALLY ON PRORLEMs
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